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DPW-01 AID-20 IO-12 EUR-25 RSR-01 /140 W 
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USDEL JEC PARIS 

CONFIDENTIAL SAIGON 6008 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT VS VN 

SUBJECT: MAJOR GENERAL NGHI' S VIEW ON NVA/ VC POST- CEASEFIRE 
ACTIVITIES 

FOL TEL SENT SAIGON FROM CAN THO APRIL 9, 1972 RPTD FOR YOUR INFO: 
QUOTE CAN THO 153 

1 . MG NGHI TREATED ME TO A SHORT PERSONAL TACTICAL BRIEFING 
BEFORE THE WEEKLY ARVN REVIEW APRIL 9. THE ESSENCE WAS THAT 
THE LEVEL OF ENEMY CEASEFIRE VIOLATIONS WAS HIGHER IN MARCH 
THAN IN FEBRUARY, AND IS REPEATING THIS PATTERN FOR THE FIRST 
WEEK IN APRIL BY BEING HIGHER THAN MARCH. THE NATURE OF 
THE APPROACH HAS CHANGED, HOWEVER. 

2. IN NGHI’ S VIEW, THE VC/ NVA EARLY IN THE CEASEFIRE PERIOD 
CONCENTRATED ON ATTACKING OUTPOSTS AND SEIZING TERRITORY. 
WHEN THAT POLICY FAILED, THEY SWITCHED TO ATTACKS BY FIRE. 

THUS WHILE OVERALL INCIDENTS HAVE INCREASED, THE PERCENTAGE 
OF ATTACKS BY FIRE IS NOW MUCH HIGHER THAN THAT OF GROUND 
ATTACKS. 

3. NGHI SURMISED THAT VC/ NVA RELIANCE ON ATTACKS BY FIRE 
STEMMED FROM A DESIRE TO IMPRESS THE ICCS AND WORLD OPINION 
WITH THE UBIQUITY OF VC/ NVA PRESENCE AND HENCE THE PERVASIVE- 
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NESS OF THEIR INFLUENCE. I INTERPRET THEM MORE AS A SIGN OF 
VC/ NVA WEAKNESS. SINCE THEY ARE LESS HUMANLY EXPENSIVE THAN 
GROUND ATTACKS, WHICH IN MY VIEW HAVE DECLINED IN POPULARITY 
LARGELY BECAUSE THE ARVN HAS SHOWN AN UNCHARACTERISTIC STATE 
OF READINESS SINCE THE " CEASEFIRE". BARNES 
UNQUOTE WHITEHOUSE 
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